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FOREWORD

China, our great motherland, boasts a tremendous accumulation of historical
data and records that cmerged from her long history and vast territory. As early as
more than 2,000 years ago there had appeared already two brilliant geographical
books, i.e. Yu Gong ( &5 ) and Shan Hai Jing (. 5 # ). The significant recognition of
hstorical geography studies based on them has ever since been kept to this day. Han
Shu Di Li Zhi ( % & 4 £, Geographical Records in the History of the Han Dynasty)
authored by Ban Gu { #t T ) was not only a geographical book in general that dealt with
the Western Han (# ) Dynasty but also a work of historical geography that provided
contemporary references to the historical names. Li Dao Yuan ( #1457, ) in his famous
Shui Jing Zhu ( 4135, Notes to the Book of Rivers) devoted considerable pages to
historical sites and anecdotes. Nearly all the well-known Yu Di ( #4 , geographical
and related studies) books, handed down through the generations since the Tang ( % )
and Song { % ) Dynasties have carried on the fine tradition of Ban Gu and Li Dao
Yuan. They almost invariably started with the contemporary and then traced things
back into history. It may be safely said that what was called Yu Di studies in ancient
China generally contained features closely related to historical geography.

The due attention historical geography received naturally led to the start and
development of the production of historical maps. Pei Xiu ( £% ), one of the
acknowledged map-makers in ancient China, formulated his Zhi Tu Liu Ti
{ & 44 , six methods of charting) and produced the Yu Gong Regional Maps
{ # @8 ) in the third century A.D. And Jia Dan { & ot ), another acknowledged
map-maker, employed the method of Gu Mo Jin Zhu ( # % 4 % . the historical in black
ink while the contemporary in red ink) to draw his Hai Nei Hua Yi Tu (Gh ¥ 5@
Maps of the Hans and National Minorities of Ching). Both of them deserve an
outstanding place in the world map-making history. However, their originals had long
been lost. What still exists are two reduced-size reproductions of Jia Dan’s work
made in 1137 A.D.,, separately called Hug Yi Tu (¥ %W )and Yu Ji Tu ( B HE ).
Then about 900 years ago in the nuddle of Yuan Fu( i # ) Period(1098-1100 A, D)
of the Northern Song Dynasty @ man named Shui An Li ( #% # ) produced his Li
Dai Di Li Zhi Zhang Tu (B € %2 4 ¥ § .Chronological Direcrory Maps of Historical
Geography), 44 maps in all, that “*begins with the time of DiKu # £ ” and ends at the
Northern Song Dynasty. It “records historical changes and makes comparisons’.
Wooden-plate reproductions of Shui’s maps are now still available. And we have teday
more than 10 wooden-plate printed atlases of historical geography that came out be-
iween Shui’s time and the end of the Qing( % )} Dynasty.

This Qing Dynasty witnessed a very distinguished geographer, Yang Shou Jing
{ #2 F# ), who epitomized nearly all the achievements in the Yu Di studies so far. At the
turn of the present century, Yang together with his students compiled, drew and
eventually published his Li Dai Yu Di Tu (& ©i'§ , The Chronological Maps of
Historical Gegoraphy), a book of 34 string-bound volumes. Its coverage extends from
the Spring and Autumn Period down to the Ming ( % ) Dynasty. Found on his maps
are basically all the names in Zuo Zhuan { # ), Zhan Guo Ce ( 8 @ % ) and the Di Lf
Zhi ( i3 £ ) of various history books, with the contemporary elements in red against
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their historical counter parts in black. This brilliant work achieved a milestone in the
history of historical map making, notably for its unprecedentedly exhaustive details.
Those maps that followed it from 1911 to 1949 were deplorably much simpiler despite
their modern method charting and new style binding.

The production of historical maps at a particular period reflects what its people
can do with the relevant knowledge and charting technology they so far possess. With
the dissemination and development of modern science and technelogy in China, our
people had all along been looking forward to the publication of a precise and detailed
Chinese historical atlas drawn with up-to-date charting techniques. But why had there
not been one until after the Liberation? The principal answers are as foliows. (1) The
production of a precise and detailed historical map presupposes the existence of a
contemporary map with matchable precision and details. But before the Liberation
neither technology nor finanece available in China was adequate enough to guarantee
even the latter. (2) Over the historical periods changes in geographical elements like
boundaries, administrative regions, cilies and towns and river systems have been so
frequent and complicated that their records are often found vague or contradictory. To
check, verify and then correctly locate each and every direction, line and point would
call for a gigantic bulk of work to be accomplished only through the combined eftforts
of numerous scholars and specialists. This, of course, was hardly possible in the pre-
Liberation China. The Yu Gong Society { % & & & ), set up on the imtiation by Prof.
Gu Jiegang ( 4 s/ ) in the 1930’s, once considered the project of producing such an
atlas as one of its priorities. However, owing to the fack of finance and staff the project
lasted for only three and a half years until the Japanese aggression against China. This
interruption prevented it from compiling the contemporary map to be used as the base,
let alone the historical maps. As history has testified, our aspiration was able to be
realized only in new China after the Liberation.

The winter of 1954 saw the founding of Committee for Revising and Re-drawing
Yang Shou hing’s Lf Dui Yu Di Tu, the Yang Maps Committee for short, headed by
Prof. Fan Wenlan ( #50% ) and Prof. Wu Han ( £ # ). {ts work started in Beijing at the
beginning of 1955. What the Comumittee had in mind then was to modernize the Yang
Maps. That meant correcting the erroncous and supplying the missing in all obvious
cases, transpositioning onto a contemporary map the historical elements super-
imposed on Yang’'s base map,i.e.the Da Qing Yi Tong Yu Tu ( AF— ¥ HE | The
General Map of the Great Qing Dynasiy), and replacing Yang’s original of wooden-
plate printing and string-binding of 34 volumes with a modern versien of only a few
volumes. The Yang Maps Commuttee was at that time affiliated to the Philosophy and
Social Sciences Department of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Prof. Tan Qixiang
{ @ #a® ), the present writer from Fudan University, took charge of the compilation
while the Cartographic Publishing House was to handle the charting.

Qur initial plan, not long after the work began, turned out to be impracticable. To
merely “revise and re-draw” the Yang Maps would fall far short of meeting the needs
of the present age. So it went through a number of alterations adopted at various
sessions of the Yang Maps Committee. And here are the main points:

(1) The Yang Maps were limited to areas under the direct jurisdiction of central
China regimes, and what they actually gave was an incomplete picture even of the




central China regimes. But our great motherland has been the joint creation by dozens
of nationalities, of which all the national minoritics constitute an inseparable part of
China no matter what historical period they existed in and what form of regime they
established, independent or in vassalage to the existing central China regime. The
scope and range our maps cover should include all their distribution areas and the
territories of the regimes they founded.

(2) Yang Shou Jing being a scholar of the Qing Dynasty, what was “historical” to
him naturally excluded the Qing Dynasty, which to us has now become history already,
and an important part of history at that. Its territory had of course to be drawn and
incorporated into the whole atlas.

(3) Being published in 1863, Yang’s base map, Da Qing Yi Tong Yu Tu, differed
vastly from our contemporary map produced with up-to-date telemetric and charting
methods. [t was obviously impossible for us to merely “transposition” with any
accuracy. Locating had to start anew in accordance with necessary historical records
and data.

(4) The number of elements found to be erroneous or missing were far more than
we had expected. So we had to look up the possible sources, carefuily check with them.
and, moreover take into account recent research achievements and archacological
discoveries, before putting any point or line on our contemporary map based on the
latest data.

(5) There had been a usual negligence in Di Li Zhi in the history books of the exact
termination of a historical existence. Hence the time discrepancy for some adminis-
trative establishments within a dynasty. The Yang Maps from the Han Dynasty down
exclusively relied on Di Li Zhi or Bu Zhi (#:5, supplements to Di Li Zhi).
Consequently, a volume very often had on the same map admimstrative establishments
that belonged to different periods between which the gap could be as long as dozens or
even hundreds of years. In order to enhance the scientific value of our maps we were not
going to be limited by the Di Li Zhi in Zheng Shi (% # , orthodox history books).
Instead, we chose to adopt, in every possible way, a specific year or period for marking
which the regime’s territory and administrative establishments shared. At least, no
time discrepancies should be allowed for elements within the area under the direct
jurisdiction of the same regime.

(6) The process Yang followed was like this. First the general map of the terntory
of'a dynasty was drawn up on the same scale and then cut into dozens of squares, each
square being a component map itself. And then the individual component maps were
arranged in order from north to south and from east to west. An administrative arca,
more often then not, was divided to appear in several component maps. This caused the
reader great inconvenience in reading and checking. Each of our component maps
shounld therefore be made to cover an administrative (or supervisory, or geographical)
area in a considerable size, with a scale to suit the density of the elements it covers.

Work became doubled and even trebled along with the alterations of the initial
plan. To make matters worse, the frontier minority regions were not to be found in Di
Li Zhi of the history books. Geographical names there had to be gleaned up from
related biographies in the history books or other books concerned. This gave us more
trouble than we had with the central China areas. What's more, our lack of experience




gave rise to a number of unexpected obstacles and thankless repetitions. The base map
alone went through four wholesale changes. The compiling principles set down for
each map-group at the beginning were usually subjected to a number of alierations.
Such difficulties as the pioneer work involved cost us much time and encray.

The increase of work to be done had to be maiched wath the progressive increase
of compiling anrd charting staff. The compiling was decided to be done in Shanghai in
1957 and we started with a five-man team in Fudan University. The staff grew to more
than 20 over the time of 2 to 3 years, and in 1959 the Historical Geography Research
Section came into being, And from then on we had with us as guest compilers Prof. Fu
Lehuan ( # %% ) and others from the Centrai Institute for Nationalities, Prof. HanRu-
lin( %1z ¥ ) and others from Nanjing Umversity, Prof. Feng hasheng ( :%%% ) and
others from the Ethnological Research Institute under the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Mr. Wang Zhong ( £# ) and others from the Modern History Research
Institute under the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Prof FangGuoyu ( # # 1) and others
from Yunnan University, who contributed to the border maps. We were also assisted
by units tike the History Rescarch Institute and the Archaeology Research Institute
under the Chinese Academy of Sciences that contributed to maps of primitive society
sites and a few other maps. The whole staff reached about 80 at its maximum and long-
timers undoubtedly exceeded 30. The charting was entrusted to Wuhan Institute of
Geodesy, Photogrammetry and Cartography at the end of 50’s, and in early 60’s it was
reassigned to the Research Institute of Surveying and Mapping under the National
Bureau of Surveying and Mapping. The name of the Yang Maps Committee as the
sponsor remained while, with Prof. Fun Wenlan as the counsellor, Prof. Wu Han and
Prof. Yin Da ( # i) took over the directorship.

The last sesston of the Committee was held in the summer of 1965, [t cstimated
that all the drafts could expect to be finished by 1967. Not long after the session the
Cultural Revolution began and the comptling work in all units concerned was forced to
a stop. The Research Institute of Surveying and Mapping ceasced its existence.
However, the project was resumed 3 years later. As the ultra-leftism during the
Cultural Revolution was rampant, the frustrating hindrance and interference the
compilers suffered in managing to keep the collective work going were not difficult to
imagine. So no more details are to be mentioned here. In 1973 the whole thing was
eventually ready for plate making and printing by the Cartographic Publishing House.
The publication in a volume-by-volume manner of an 8-volume edition started from
1974 with restricted circulation, in the name of Zhong Hua Ti Du Xue She
( +#4FE4 , China Map Press).

When the restricted-circulation edition went round, it was warmly received by the
concerned academic circles at home. On the other hand, readers and compilers also
found out quite a few errors and shortcomings it had. And it was absolutely necessary
for some of them to be corrected or remedied. This led the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences to make a timely decision in 1980 that the restricted-circulation edition should
be revised by the existing compilers by way of correction and supplement so that a new
free-circulation edition could reach the public at an earliest possible date.

Now the present atlas is based on its restricted-circulation precedent with revision
and refinement accomplished for a year and more from 1981, under the auspices of the




Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Its compilers came from the Historical
Geography Research Institute of Fudan University, the Ethnological Research
Institute under the above mentioned Academy, the History Department of Nanjing
University, the Central Institute for Nationalities. The Cartographic Publishing House
handied the revision of the original plates.

Revision and supplement, nevertheless, were not to be excessive in order to save
tume. The following are the main differences between the two editions.

(1) In the restricted-circulation edition there was only one general map for a
historical period, despite its varying length, to indicate the territory and administrative
regions of a marking year. Changes hefore or after that time, though within the same
period, got no indication. The new edition, however, provides additional general maps
for those periods which had seen more such changes. The number of additions given
varies according to the actual situation. There are three for the Northern and Southern
Dynasties, iwo for the Tang Dynasty, and one for each of the Song and Jin { 4 )
Dynasties, the Yuan { -, ) Dynasty, the Ming Dynasty.

(2) A map of Tu Jue ( & , the Turks) n the middle of the eighth century is added
o the Tang map-group. And the marking year of 74!forthemapof TuBo{=t %, Tibet)
15 shifted to 820 when the Tu Bo was at its peak of influence.

(3) On some of the general maps of the restricted-circulation edition, the confines
or administrative regions in frontier areas did not generally reflect the situation of a
commeon marking year. The discrepancies are now eliminated in the present edition.

(4) What was found missing or erroneous in the former edilion is here supplied or
corrected 1n accordance with the more recent archacological discoveries and research
achievements.

(5) What was deemed as wmperfection in the colpuring, notes providing and
border line drawing is now discreetly removed in part. Besides, there are more or less
alterations or additions of points and lines made in almost each of the taps in the
present edition. And 4 few insets are also added. Restoration to the pre-Cultural
Revolution version was avoided in connection with the map-group of the Da Zhong

# # )} Period {847-859 A .D.) of the Tang Dynasty, the capital municipality maps and 4
few insets of the suburbs of the historical capitals that had been unreasonably deleted
during the Cultural Revolution, the maps of the Eastern Jin ( £ ) with 16 Kingdoms,
Song ( # ), Liang ( £ ), Chen { # ) of the Southern Dynasties , Eastern and Western
Wei( # ), Northern Qi( # )and Zhou ( ) ) of the Northern Dynasties, Five Dynasties
and Ten Kingdoms, etc. that had been simplified by removing the county seats, and the
notes about nationalities and names of elements below the county-level that had also
been deleted in various maps. The total amount of charting these would involve was so
big that restoration had to be given up for the time being. And we also let remain in the
ncw edition some scales not quite desirable and points and lines located with tolerable
INACCUracy,

Well, the frec-circulation edition still has something undesirable chiefly in the
following two aspecis:

(1) In the Chinese history, during the peried of a regime , its territory would
expand or shrink, its administrative regionalization would alter, its jurisdiction centres
would shift and its geographical names would change. But every map of this atlas is




drawn to indicate the situation of a certain marking year. This treatment guarantees
some recommendable scientific value. Yet most of the boundaries, names and seats of
the prefectures and counties that appeared not in that particular marking ycar though
within the duration of that period can hardly be found on our maps except a handful of
them that are either marked with different signs with notes or mentioned in brackets.
Readers would be disappointed if they expect to find such names.

(2) The number is quite small of the ancient cities and 1towns whose sites had or
have been preserved to the modern or contemporary times and have been mentioned in
published reports or related books after field investigation and study done by
archaeologists, historians and geographers. Their significant work has thus enabled us
to point to the accurate location. The location of the overwhelming majority of them,
however, has to be decided by referring to the historical written records that tell
roughly “how far and in what direction a certain element is located from what county
and what prefecture”. For them there are no field investigation reports to go by and we
cannot afford so much time to do that ourselves. It is therefore not surprising that
errors or differences in the location of points and lines on our maps as compared 10
their exact historical location will be found to be more than a few. What has proved
more difficult is the reproduction of ancient river course and lake shape. These defects
cannot be eliminated in a short time. Anyhow, the problems can expect to be gradually
solved in the course of development in history, archaeology, geography, ethnology
and other subjects.

Needless to say that apart from the two inadequacies mentioned above, there
should exist some other things undesirable. Over the years since the publication of the
restricted-circulation edition we have received with pleasure letters from many readers.
Some of their valuable suggestions have been followed in the preparation of the present
edition while others have not, either for technical reasons or because of other special
considerations. We are, indeed, very much grateful to them all for their kindness. Now
that this atlas has come out we naturally hope to hear more from our readers and will
appreciate their comments or corrections.

This collection of maps, despite its existing imperfections, is to be counted as a
monumental work unprecedented in Chinese historical map making. The 549-page
atlas devides into 8 volumes with 20 map-groups that hold 304 maps, not counting the
insets that only share part of a page space. Names of cities, towns, rivers, mountains
and other elements in each map come in hundreds or thousands. The total number
amount to about 70,000, The project, since the earliest attempt, has lasted for about 30
years, during which time more than a dozen units with more than a hundred staff
participated in compiling and charting, and many scholars suspended their own
researches to work on the project for more than a dozen years. They have devoted
themselves to one common goal, i.e.to strive by every means so far available to show
the historical changes that took place in areas where our ancesters have lived and
operated since the stone age. The readers will thus be able to see, in the form of plane
maps, the formation and growth a great, unified multi-ethnic nation has experinced,
and to see how our ancesters of different nationalities lived as neighbours in human
communities and, though there had been separations and unification of political
Jurisdiction, fared along a long and arduous course through mutual attraction, gradual




interchange and amalgamation to finally solidify into the substantiality of a country
that has a well-defined territory and fixed boundaries. And the Chinese readers will feel
a stronger love for their motherland, for the different Chinese nationalities, and
ultimately for the noble progressive cause of the whole mankind. The very success in
producing the atlas surely testifies to the supenority the mass collaboration in scigntific
research work has, which 1s only possible in a socialist system. And it also bears witness
io the utter devotion and high political consciousness of the staff. All those who have
taken part in this project will be listed in the eighth volume.

The late Chairman Mao Tsetung and late Premier Chou Enlai showed great
concern for the project. It 13 extremely deplorable that they did not hve to sce the
publication.

And we are here to express our deep sorrow for the passing away of Prot. Wu Han,
who was a zealous sponsor and splendid director of the project. The frenzied
persecution in that ten-year chaos took away his life.

Mr. Bai Min ( & % ), Prof. Feng Jiasheng, Prof. Fu Lehuan, Mr, Hu Dehunang
( #72& ), Mr. Shi Yikui ( # -4 } and a few others have rendered their service to the
bock and, on the occasion of its publication we give our condolence on their early
departure.

Prof. Tan Qixiang
January, 1982
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GENERAL COMPILING PRINCIPLES FOR THE
HISTORICAL ATLAS OF CHINA

1. There are three maps indicating the primitive socicty sites: one shows all such
discovered sites throughout Chinu. the other two in bigger scale localize respectively on the
paleolithic sites that are fairly dense in the east China, and the neolithic ones that are found
along the Huangbe River (Yellow River) Basin and in its vicinities.

Xia, Shang and Zhou ( ¥ | 7 , &) have to cach a general map while the latter 1wo each
have an addition on bigger scale Lo show the name-dense central areas. Zhou Dynasty enjoys &
special treatment in the form of a capital and its vicinities map.

2. All the important historical periods, [rom the Spring and Autumn Period and the
Warring Staies down to Ming ( 4 ) and Qing { % ) Dynasties, have all been given separate
treatment 1o which maximuny names recorded in that particular time are included. Such maps
make the main body of the book. Scales vary between one to six (or seven, or eight, or nine)
million and one to two or three miliion. When the names somewhere are dense enough, special
msets on bigger scale are provided in the corners of the map. General maps from onc 1o four are
provided (or each map-group to cover the whole picture of China at a certain year. or yeurs
betore and after. Their contents are naturally simpler on the scale of one to twenty-one million.

3. In the map-groups of Spring and Autumn Period und the Warring States, names found
within the duration of the time arc all marked on the map irrespective of their temporal
precedence. However, lor maps from Qin ( 4 ) Dynasty down, a certain year of that period is
chosen to mark ils contemporary territorial areas and administrative establishments. A
tabulated system of administrative establishments of that marking year is first worked out,
basing itsclf on the available records and data from the Zong Zhi (% 2., peneral records), [)i Li
Zhi (M98 5 geographical records) and other sources about that historical period. and then the
adiinistrative regions at various levels are drawn accordingly. Those Xian ( % . county) and
Jun{ # . prefecture) that remained disqualified or just came inte being at that marking year are
sclectively drawn and indicated as Ju Yi { £ . inhabited focalities) provided they did not
appear in periods before and after. When their seats had already been named otherwise, their
names are given in brackgts next to the existing names. And all the Ju Yi recorded to belong to
that time, unless found to be an after-establishment, are marked withouat exception.

4. Boundarics between the states during the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring
States are not drawn in the general or component maps owing to the inavailability of necessary
details. But a special map on the distribution of Zhu Hou ( ;% 2. kingdons, dukedoms, etc.) is
oifered with state boundaries as, ut the time about 350 B.C..i.e. in the middie of the Warnng
States, state boundaries were roughly traceable,

5. Twao factors are considered in choosing the marking time at which the boundaries of a
regimie and its administrative cstablishments existed. One is the relative stability and typicalness
of the regime or administration at the chosen time. The other is the availability of fairly detailed
historical data and records required. [n the ahsence of the two, we generally use a certain year in
the later part of the period.

The co-existing major regimes are described synchronically whenever possible. But there
are occasions when a different year has 1o be used either for the lack of necessary data or for the
fact that some frontier regimes have to be illustrated at thewr particular stropgest ume.
Synchronicality is also observed in defining areas under the direct junisdiction of the same
regime. Only the Ji Mi Di Qu ( & 3 4 % , attached establishments) may occasionally be treated
differently.

[f component maps of a group share the same marking year, the general map or maps also
do the same and thus become the putting-together of abridged components. When the
component maps of a group do not share the same year. the year chosen for the general mup s



one shared by the majority of them while the parts thereon corresponding to those components
with a different marking year are drawn according to the approximate situation in that
majority-identified year. When a group has two to four general maps to show the changes of the
territory and adminisiration over this period, each general map is drawn in accordance with a
representative year. Again, only part of it may share the same marking vear with some
component maps while the rest has to be re-drawn according to the situation of that marking
vear. The general maps are not all required to identify with the component maps in terms of the
marking year,

6. The component maps from the Qin Dynasty down will indicate the seats of X1an and
above, and the jurisdiction area of Jun (i.e. the Jun from Qin to Sui # , the Fu 5 and
Zhou #| of Tang &, Song ®and Jin 4, the Lu % and Zhi Li Fu & fffand Zhi Li
Zhou ##4of Yuan i , the Fuand Zhi Li Zhou and Zhij Li Ting # ## 8 of Ming and Qing)
and above. As for the Ju Yi, Guan Jin { % %, passes and fords) and Bao Zhai ( & %, fortresses
and stockaded villages} lower than jurisdiction level of Xian, recorded to exist in Sui Dynasty
and earlier are basically all marked while those in Tang Dynasty und later are marked only in
part. Throughout the historical periods only the names seen in contemporary records are
marked. But those names that were seen not in contemporary records but in later records ure
not marked at all.

When the seats of Fu, Zhou, Jun and Xian have no definite location found but
approximate indication, the indefinite-point signs, instead of the usual marks, are provided to
indicate the approximation. When they even have no approximate indication, a list of their
names are given either outside the map frameline or on the back of the map. On the map back
are also histed the names of Zhou and Xian that are called otherwise in the Di Li Zhi because of
their different existing time from the showed time mark.

7. The Period of the Eastern Jin ( & ) and the 16 Kingdoms and the Period of the
Southern and Northern Dynasties are given a special treatment in that changes within this
period are often not significant enough and information available is rather scanty. Thus
Southern Qi ( # ) and Northern Wei( # ) are singled out as good iltustration to be made into
component maps that have a complete set of Zhou ( # }-Jun { & )-Xjan ( & } three-level
regions indicated, meanwhile the rest of them are drawn in a simplified way that only the Zhou
level regions or regime boundaries are provided together with a very limited number of other
administrative regions. The same is true with the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms. The
border regimes, for the scantiness of available information, are treated either in the general
maps or in simplified maps that cover one or more border regimes. Among them Bo Hai (:#:%),
Nan Zhao (& 37) and Da Li (4 #) have their Zhou {and its counterpart)-level boundaries
drawn while the rest have only their state boundaries indicated,

8. Generally, the administration seats are marked out according to the study of recorded
sites found in the D Li Zhi of the orthodox history books, Shui Jing Zhu ( #x £ &, Notes (o the
Book of Rivers), Yuan He Jun Xian Zhi (7 %0 80 % % | Records of Jun and Xian during the Period
of Yuan He), Tai Ping Huan Yu Ji ( =& 5 3., District Records during the Period of Tai Ping
Xing Guo) and other Zong Zhi books from Tang-Song to Ming-Qing. Somc of them have been
checked with various district history books and other specialized books, And some are
readjusted in the light of investigation or excavation reports by modern and recent
archagologists. The frontier part is mainly based on relevant material found in the 87 Yi ZAhuan
(/W # (& , Records on National Minorities) of different history books and other related books.
The bounds of the administration areas without specific records are shown in a manner as to tell
the reader what counties that area happens to cover, and their present correspondent counties
are also delineated. Sometimes reference 1s made to the Si Zhi Ba Dao (& %/, # , boundaries
marked in four or eight directions) of the counties and prefectures recorded in Zhi Shu{* £,
district history). At places where basis is inadequate for the location of a boundary line, the one
that is found in an earlier or later period will be copied. In some frontier prefectures when the
peints verified are too sparse to justify a complete line of boundary only traceable sections of the




line are drawn despite the possible disjointedness.

9. The distribution of minority races gets marked whose community organization bears
some resemblance to an administration. But the areas where there 15 already the official
administration establishment are not marked with the name of the local races.

0. Rivers and lakes with records of the right time are accordingly marked out on a
selective basis. And those without such records are defined according to the situation of an
earlicr or later period. Coastal lines are actually based upon the results of researched by the
compilers. Mountains and rivers without records of that period are generally not marked. But
in unavoidable cases, they are defined by the name used at an earlier or later time.

II. Different marks are used to differentiate those with remnant sites and others without
them in terms of the Great Wall and other frontier defense works at the Warning States, and
later the Qin, Han, Liao (:# )}, Jin and Ming Dynasties. The Great Wall that existed at
Northern Wei( # ), Northern Qi ( % ), Northern Zhou { # ) and Sui Dynasties gets no marki-
ng on the map for their records are slim and remnant sites are not found.

12. Most of the component maps arc based on the version of the restricted-circulation
edition with, of course, necessary revision and partial replacing. However, most of the general-
map backgrounds are new versions in accordance with the end-of-1980 situation.

13. The Chinese territory that existed between the 1750°s after the Qing Dynasty had
completed its overall unification of China and 1840°s before the aggression and encroachment
on China by the imperialist powers is the territorial and geographical scope and runge of China,
a logical and natural formation from the historical process over thousands of years. All the
nationalities that existed and operated in hisotry within this scope and range are Chinese
nationalities. The regimes they established are part of the historical China, Therefore, the
present book aims to offer clear and definite pictures of the territorial bounds and
administration areas of al! the nationalities and their regimes. It is not impossible that the
junisdictional area of certain regime is found partly mside this scope of China and partly outside
it. When that happens, the regime will be regarded as a Chinese one if its political centre is
situated inside the scope while the regime will be regarded to belong to a neighbouring country
if its political centre is outside it.

14. On the general map, the Chinese regimes are painted in various colours whereas a
uniform lighter colour is applied to all the neighbouring countries. And on the component map,
the colour for the target part is usually brighter. Colour difference is further observed in the
non-target area between a part that is under the same regime as the target part and another part
that belongs to another regime and yet still remains within the Chinese scope, and yet still
another part that was outside its scope of China.

15, There are Ou Tue ( EAJi ) areas that were detached historically from the sandwiching
regimes, and so they should not be arbitrarily made to belong to either of them and their
boundaries are not drawn. A special colouring, instead, is applied to indicate the non-
jurisdiction area or the area where the spheres of influence from both regimes are confused,

16. The order of arrangement of maps within a group is followed by giving priority to the
central regime rather than the frontier regime when they coexisted, or by the precedence of
regime establishment at different times. As for the administration regions under the same
regime, the order in the official records or in the DfLi Zhi of orthodox history books is
observed.
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The Compiling Principles for the
Primitive Society Map-Group

1. Mups in this group are based on the published archaeological achicvements so far.

2. The one general map the group has covers all the so far discovered primitive society
sites within the boundaries of the People's Republic of China that beleng to the peried between
the Peking Man and the Xia { & ) Dynasty. And those sites found in the border and national
minerity areas could be slightly later.

3. The map of the early primitive society sites illusirates primarily the sites of the
Paleolithic Period. but a limited number of the Mesolithic Period sites are ulso included. These
sites are found mainly in the eastern part of China which this map covers.

4. The map of lale primitive society sites in the Huanghe River (Yellow River} basin
illustrales primarily the Neolithic Period sites, but a number of sites belonging to a period when
stone and bronze tools were concurrently used are also included. The majority of all those sites
are concentrated in the middle and lower reaches of the Huanghe River while a few are scattered
as soulh as the Taihu Lake area and as north as the Nei Mongol (Inner Mongolia) Plateau. And
such is what this map covers.

5. The scale adopted does not allow each and every discovered site to appear on the map,
and thus the location mark is usually that of a contemporary county. Meanwhile, those sitcs
with a justifiable representative importance are given special treatment.

6. The particular period and culture a site belongs to are treated in discriminating colours
and signs.

The Compiling Principles for the Xia,
Shang, Western Zhou Period Map-Group

1. There is onc general map of the Xia Dynasty Period (approximately 2100-1700 B.C'.},
together with a detailed inset of Vicinities of An Yi{ % &) and Di Qiu (F f).It is based on
related historical materials about the Xia Dynasty from books like Shi Jing ( 2% £, the Book of
Songs) Shang Song ( H# , the Odes of Shang), Zuo Zhuan (% 8 ), Gu Ben Zhu Shu Ji Nian Ji Ben
(& & 7 &% & 8 4 , the Early-edition Bamboo Chronicles, a lost book partially retrieved), Shi
Ben Ji Ben (4 A% 4) and Shi Ji{ ¥ i) Xia Ben Ji ( & & &, Chronicles of the Xia Dynasty).

As what kind of culture the Xia Dynasty should belong to is still very much a controversy
among the academic circle, the archaeological sites are temporarily kept out except the site of
the Er Li Tou (= £ & ) Culture.

2. The two general maps illustrating the Shang ( # ) Dynasty and Western Zhou ( % )
Dynasty respectively are based on related historical materials from the oracle inscriptions on
tortoise shells and animal bones, inscriptions on bronze objects and books like Shang Shu
(%), Shi Jing, Zuo Zhuan, Gue Yu (% &), Gu Ben Zhu Shu Ji Nian Ji Ben, Shi Ben Ji Ben and
Shi Ji. In addition a selected number of archaeological sites also get marked on the maps.

3. Therecorded geographical names and discovered sites of the Shang and Western Zhou
Dynasties in the middle and lower reaches of the Huanghe River and the basins of the Huaihe
River and the Hanshui River are actually too dense for the scale adopted by the two general
maps. Two bigger-scale maps, therefore, are provided to allow all the names and sites in a smal-
ler area, i.e. the central part of the Shang and Western Zhou Dynasties, to appear properly.

4. The shifting of the capitals of the Xia Dynasty and the Shang Dynasty was frequent
and controversial among some books, The Xia capitals on the maps chiefly based on records
from Gu Ben Zhu Shu Ji Nian Ji Ben are numbered to indicate the precedence of shifting.
Meanwhile, those based on other records bear the same mark but no ordinal number. The
Shang capitals arc based on records from Gu Ben Zhu Shu Ji Nian Ji Ben, Shang -Shu Xu
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(# % '%, Preface to Shang Shu) and Shi Ji (i) Yin Ben Ji {8t Kt Chronicles of the Yin
Dynasty) and given ordinal numbers.

5. The Fang Guo ( # &) and the capital in the Xia Dynasty bear the same marking when
their names are identical. And ordinal numbers are given if there is any shifting of the capital.
For the minority tribes only the upproximate location 1s marked.

6.  Allthe names of states, tribes and inhabited localities on the Shang and Western Zhou
maps that come from the inscriptions on the tortoise shells, animal bones and bronze objects are
transcribed into contemporary Chinese characters wherever possible. And when different
transcriptions exist for one item, only one of them is followed.

7. When different characters, in ancient records, referring to the same identity are found
to exist in connection with the name of a state, or tnbe, or inhabited locality, only the
commoner is chosen for formal use while the less common is placed next to it in brackets on the
Shang and Western Zhou maps.

8. All the Zhu Hou (# #) and Feng Guo (4 @} in the Shang and Western Zhou
Dynasties are, according to the importance, classified into two groups, marked with two
different signs. 1f the name of a state and the name of its capital are not identical, the latter is
given separately. For the tribes and Fung Guo only the approximate location 1s marked.

9. When there is shifting of capital in any Zhu Hou Guo { 3% 12 @ } during the Shang and
Western Zhou Dynasties, the capitals are numbered to indicate the order.

10. The fact that water courses and coastlines in the Xia and Shang Dynasties are hardly
deducible justifies their absence from the maps though a few rivers found in ancient records are
indicated in their best possible location. However, starting from Western Zhou, water courses
and coastlines are drawn on a selective basis when later sitwation makes them traceable. In the
original records usually only the names alone of a mountain, river or lake are seen. Now on the
maps the names are given together with the Chinese character indicating ““mountain™, or
“river”, or “lake" respectively.

The Compiling Principles for
the Spring and Autumn Period and the
Warring States Period Map-Group

1. All the maps of the Spring and Autumn Period (770-477 B.C.) and the Warring States
Period {477-221 B.C.) arc based on related historical materials from inscriptions on the bronze
objects and books like Shi Jing, Zuo Zhuang. Guo Yu, Gu Ben Zhu Shu Ji Nian Ji Ben, Zhan Guo
Ce ( ®% B %), Shan Hai Jing (11 545), YuGong ( & & ) and Shi Ji. In addition a selected number
of archaeological sites also get marked on the maps.

3. There are two general maps: one for the Spring and Autumn Period and one for the
Warring States Period. They cover all the important Zhu Hou Guo, tribes, inhabited localities,
rivers, mountains and lakes, frontier defense works, the Great Wall. eic. that are found in
ancient records, together with a few archacological sites.

3. The component maps that the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States each
have are based on the division in terms of the territory of the chief Zhu Hou Guo at the time. A
bigger possible scale is adopted for them to cover maximum geographical names that get
mentioned in historical records with verifiable location and archaeological sites so far known,
The five components for the Spring and Autumn Period are Jin ( 2 ) Qin ( % ) (including a
bigger-scale inset for the vicinities of Cheng Zhou % 3 and Xin Tian #7 @ ), Zheng ( £ ) Song
(% )Wei( % ),Qi( #)Lu{ #),Chu( #)Wu( £ ) Yue( & ), Northern Yan( # ). And the
six components for the Warring States Period are Han ( # ) Wei ( # ), Zhao ( # ) Zhongshan




(4 ). Qi Lu Song, Yan, Qin Shu { g ), Chu Yue.

4. The boundaries are nol drawn either on the general or on the component maps for the
lack of sufficient data. Only the names of a state, or region, or Jun ( # } arc marked in their
proper places. The Warring States Period has in addition a map of Zhu Hou Holding Sway in
Their Respective Regions where the approximate boundaries of the Zhu Hou Guo at 350 B.C.
are delineated.

5. The name for a Zhu Hou Guo, or a tribe, or an inhabited locality very often varies
from one source book to another. In such case only the one considered most representative is
chosen for formal use, while other names are placed next to it in brackets.

6. On the general maps the Zhu Hou Guo are indiscriminatingly marked with one sign.
On the component maps, however, they ure differentiated inte a group of the bigger and a group
ol the lgsser to be marked differently.

7. The name of a bigger state, apart from appearing next to the sign of its capital, 1s also
marked in large Lishu (# %) type characters to cover its confines, The lesser states receive no
such treatment.

8. When there is shifting of ¢ Zhu Hou Guo or a tribe, each shifting gets drawn on the
maps if possible. And numbers are given to indicate the order.

9. When different Feng Guo share the same name, the traditional way is followed for
differentiation by adding a directional word to the name, e.g. Upper Ruo { 47 ), Lower Ruo,
Eastern Guo ( 4 ), Northern Guo.

10.  Based on the History of the Warring States written by Prof. Yang Kuan (4% € ), the
infeoffments of the Feng Jun {4t #) in different states during the Warring States Period arc
drawn and marked with a sign between that of a capital and that of an ordinary inhabited
locality.

11, Xian( ¥ ) began to appear in the Spring and Autumn Period, and on the maps it gets
marked with the sign for inhabited locality with the word Xian added to the iiame. Jun began to
appear in the Warring States Period. As its seat and confines are hardly ascertainable, the
marking can only be done, with the word Jun added to the name, in proper places, treated in the
same way as the name of an area.

12, Tribes are marked in their approximate locations. And their markings vary
according 1o the power of influence of a tribe,

13. Mountains, rivers and lakes that are (ound in historical records are drawn to the
maximum on the maps. When the original records provide only the name alone of a mountain,
or ariver, or a lake, now on the maps. the names are given together with the Chin¢se character
mmdicating “mountain”, or “river”, or “‘lake” respectively,

14, The courses of the lower reaches of the Huanghe River are drawn according to the
research conclusions by Prof. Tan Qixiang (g ¥5 ) in his essay "'The Channel of the Huanghe
River in Its Lower Reaches before the Western Han'* published in the first issue of the journal
Historical Geography. For the Spring and Autumn Period, two courses are drawn: one is based
on Han Shu Di Li Zhi ( # % 4,7 £ ) records and the other on Yu Gong records. For the Warring
States Period three courses are drawn according to Han Shu Di Li Zhi, Yu Gong and Shan Jing
(1L #3 ) respectively. This is to show that the Huanghe River at the time flowed along the courses
either concurrently or successively.
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